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March market disappoints – call for assistance grows
· New car registrations fell 30.5% in March to 313,912 units
· Market in first three months of 2009 has fallen by over 200,000 units, or 29.7%

· Diesels and small cars see market share improve in March
· Recovery hopes pinned on Alistair Darling announcing market incentives in Budget

“March new car registrations are a barometer of confidence in the economy, from businesses and consumers alike. The fall in the market shows that government needs to do more to boost confidence,” said Paul Everitt, SMMT chief executive. “A scrappage scheme will provide the incentive needed and the evidence is clear that schemes already implemented across Europe do work to increase demand. The UK is the only major European market not to implement a scheme.”   
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	March
	Total
	Diesel
	Petrol
	AFV
	Private
	Fleet
	Business

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	2009
	313,912
	136,205
	175,450
	2,257
	159,106
	135,841
	18,965

	2008
	451,642
	182,526
	266,138
	2,978
	222,783
	194,547
	34,312

	% change
	-30.5%
	-25.4%
	-34.1%
	-24.2%
	-28.6%
	-30.2%
	-44.7%

	Mkt share '09
	
	43.4%
	55.9%
	0.7%
	50.7%
	43.3%
	6.0%

	Mkt share '08
	
	40.4%
	58.9%
	0.7%
	49.3%
	43.1%
	7.6%

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	Year-to-date
	Total
	Diesel
	Petrol
	AFV
	Private
	Fleet
	Business

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	2009
	480,358
	211,332
	265,810
	3,216
	223,855
	228,371
	28,132

	2008
	683,349
	286,578
	392,104
	4,667
	306,534
	329,048
	47,767

	% change
	-29.7%
	-26.3%
	-32.2%
	-31.1%
	-27.0%
	-30.6%
	-41.1%

	Mkt share '09
	
	44.0%
	55.3%
	0.7%
	46.6%
	47.5%
	5.9%

	Mkt share '08
	
	41.9%
	57.4%
	0.7%
	44.9%
	48.2%
	7.0%

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Top ten best sellers
	March
	 
	 
	 
	Year-to-date

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	 
	1
	Fiesta
	20,654
	
	1
	Fiesta
	32,747

	 
	2
	Corsa
	14,993
	
	2
	Focus
	22,988

	 
	3
	Focus
	13,942
	
	3
	Corsa
	22,399

	 
	4
	Astra
	8,713
	
	4
	Astra
	15,232

	 
	5
	Golf
	8,024
	
	5
	Golf
	13,024

	 
	6
	207
	7,430
	
	6
	207
	10,795

	 
	7
	A3
	6,479
	
	7
	A3
	10,080

	 
	8
	3 Series
	6,296
	
	8
	Insignia
	9,732

	 
	9
	Insignia
	6,209
	
	9
	Mondeo
	8,963

	 
	10
	Mondeo
	6,089
	 
	10
	Polo
	8,944


Key March market highlights scale of slowdown
· March has been the largest volume month in six of the ten years since the switch to the twice-yearly plate change, including in each of the past five years. March typically accounts for 17.9% of the annual market and last year took a 21.2% share, in a robust 451,642 unit market, prior to volumes falling sharply as the recession impacted.

· The March market fell by 137,730 units in 2009 and by 202,991 units over the first three months of the year. The March total was 16,000 units or 4.9% below expectations and pushed the 12 month rolling total to 1.93 million units. Volumes could now slide below 1.7 million units by the end of the year.
· The slowdown continues across all sales types, fuel types and segments – although once again the mini segment bucked the trend and rose 84.0% in March following the arrival of new models over the last 12 months. 
· Diesel penetration rose by three percentage points in March, to 43.4% and to 44.0% over the first quarter, up from 40.4% and 41.9% respectively last year.

· The share of the market taken by private buyers rose from 49.3% last March to 50.7%. 
· The Ford Fiesta was the best selling model for a fifth successive month in March. The relative success of the Fiesta and other superminis helped the segment share of the March market rise to a high of 36.6%, up from 35.9% last March.
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The attached tables show the registration figures for Great Britain, Northern Ireland, the Isle of Man and the Channel Islands in detail. Top performers by range and UK penetration figures are also listed. Providing SMMT is acknowledged as the source of this information, the figures may be quoted. Substantial reproduction needs specific approval by SMMT.


April 2009 new car registration figures will be released at 9:00 am 7 May 2009














Notes:


At €20 bn, the automotive sector is Europe's largest investor in R&D, driving industry forward and helping deliver more sustainable motoring for the 21st century. Technological innovation has helped car and CV manufacturers slash CO2 and air quality emissions from vehicles. New diesel cars for example emit 95% less soot from the tailpipe than those made 15 years ago and average new car CO2 has been cut by 17% since 1997.





The energy needed to produce each vehicle is down 12%, water use is down 9% and waste to landfill is down 25%, compared to 2006 performance.  CO2 emissions per vehicle produced have fallen 14% in the last year and by 45% since 1999. Almost 10,000 tonnes of waste have been prevented from entering landfill sites. For more details, download SMMT's ninth annual Sustainability Report from the SMMT web site � HYPERLINK "http://www.smmt.co.uk/publications" ��www.smmt.co.uk/publications�.
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